(@)
c
™
(<)
=
e
o
=
c
o
=
(&)
&
©
Q
N
()
oc
S
o
[Pl
c
IQ
e
0
(&)
o
(7))
N
<
(<]
=
e
(T
o
©
c
| S
=
o
ﬁ

Mothering, Race, Ethnicity,
Culture and Class

Summer/Fall 2007
Volume 9, Number 2

Founding Editor and Editor-in-Chief
Andrea O'Reilly

Advisory Board

Mary Kay Blakely, Patrice DiQuinzio, Rishma Dunlop,

Miriam Edelson, Fiona J. Green, D. Memee Lavell-Harvard,
Brenda F. McGadney-Douglass, Andrea O’Reilly, Ruth Panofsky,
Joanna Radbord, Sara Ruddick, Lori Saint-Martin,

Judith Stadtman Tucker, Gina Wong-Wylie.

Literary Editor
Rishma Dunlop

Book Review Editor
Ruth Panofsky

Administrative Assistant
Renée Knapp

Guest Editorial Board
Andrea Aegerter

Ruby Newman

Andrea O'Reilly

Wanda Thomas Bernard

Production Editor
Luciana Ricciutelli

Proofreader
Randy Chase

Association for Research on Mothering
726 Atkinson, York University

4700 Keele Street, Toronto, ON M3] 1P3

Tel: (416) 736-2100 ext. 60366 Fax: (416) 736-5766
Email: arm@yorku.ca Website: www.yorku.ca/arm



The Journal of the Association for Research on Mothering
(1ssN 1488-0989) is published by
The Association for Research on Mothering (ARM)

The Association for Research on Mothering (ARM) is the first feminist
organization devoted specifically to the topics of mothering and motherhood.
ARM is an association of scholars, writers, activists, policy makers, educators,
parents,and artists. ARM is housed at A tkinson College, York University, Toronto,
Ontario. Our mandate is to provide a forum for the discussion and dissemination
of feminist, academic, and community grassroots research, theory, and praxis
on mothering and motherhood. We are committed in both membership and
research to the inclusion of all mothers: First Nations, immigrant and refugee
mothers, working-class mothers, lesbian mothers, mothers with disabilities,
mothers of colour, and mothers of other marginalized communities. We wel-
come memberships to ARM and submissions to the Journal of the Association for
Research on Mothering, our biannual publication, from all individuals.

Membership and Subscription Information

Full individual memberships are available for $85Cdn/US; institutional
memberships are $120Cdn/US for 2008. A full membership includes member-
ship to the association, a members directory, a biannual newsletter, participa-
tion on a listserve, pre-registration for annual conferences, and a subscription
to the biannual Journal of the Association for Research on Mothering, as well as
regular information mailings with respect to upcoming events, lecture series,
conferences, workshops, and fundraisers. Basic and student memberships are
also available, as is a subscription solely to the journal. Please see the last page
of this journal for detailed information and order forms.

Submission Guidelines

In order to submit articles, book reviews, or poetry to the Journal of the
Association for Research on Mothering, contributors must be a member of ARM.
The journal will only consider material which is not under consideration at any
other journal or publication. Please contact us for a list of upcoming themes as
well as a copy of our style sheet. Articles should be typed, double-spaced, and
no longer than 3750 words (or 15 pages). Art or photographs may accompany
your work. ARM reserves the right to edit manuscripts for length and conformity
to our editorial guidelines and house style. We will not publish writing that
is sexist, homophobic, racist, or in any way discriminatory. Submissions will
be blind-reviewed by a guest editorial board. Articles printed in the journal
do not necessarily reflect the views of the editors, the staff of the journal, or
of our funders. Contributors retain copyright. No reproduction of any part of
this journal is permitted without prior written permission from ARM.



Association for Research on Mothering
2007 Sustaining Members

Linn Baran
Lorelei Carpenter
Myrl Coulter
Nancy Gerber
Fiona J. Green
Linda Hunter
Amber E. Kinser
Kandee Kosior
Debi Lade
Gayle Letherby
Mothering Magazine
Vivienne Muller
Sara Ruddick
Semiahmoo Family Place Association
Michelle Tichy
Gail Trimble
Marcie Tyre
University of South Florida
Jodi Vandenberg-Daves
Mary Weedmark
Joanne Whitty-Rogers

The Journal of the Association for Research on Mothering gratefully acknowledges the
support of the Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada.







Mothering, Race, Ethnicity,
Culture and Class

Fall/Winter 2007
Volume 9, Number 2

Contents

Race as Cultural Construction, Race as Social Reality:
Mothering for Contradictions and Ambiguities
by Susan L. Schalge and Cynthia E. Rudolph 9

Towards White, Anti-Racist Mothering Practices:
Confronting Essentialist Discourses of Race and Culture
by Lisa M. Comeau 20

Mothering White Children: An Africana Canadian
Woman’s Experience
by Delores V. Mullings 31

rhythm methods & watery melodies
by Sharron Proulx-Turner 40

her sleep, her dreams still in her speech
by Sharron Proulx-Turner 43

tiny spruce & thunderbird eggs
by Sharron Proulx-Turner 47

The Experiences of Mothers of Children of Mixed Heritage:
The Theme of the “Body Physical”
by Louise Gormley 49

Postcards from the Middle: The Journey of Transracial
Adoption
by Somya Corbin Dwyer and Lynn Gidluck 60

(@)
c
-
)
=
e
(=
=
c
o
=
(&)
F S
©
O
N
Q
0
p S
(=
[Pt
c
0
-
.9
(&)
o
N
%)
<
<]
=
et
[T
o
©
c
b =
=
o
ﬁ

Cultural Competence: Beyond Culturally Sensitive Care
for Childbearing Black Women
by Josephine Etowa and Louise Adongo 73




Contents

Mothering Through Acculturation: Reflections of
Salvadorian Mothers in Canada

by Mirna Carranza 86
Delivery Room Under Renovation

by Rachel Rose 97
Delilah

by Rachel Rose 99
Drunk

by Rachel Rose 101

“You Gotta Let Go if You Want to Hang On”: Intensive
Parenting Among Middle Class Mothers Separated from
their Children
by Eugene Hynes 103

Mothering: Perspectives from African American, West Indian
and Latina Adolescents
by Stacey L. Brown 112

Breaking the Silence: Infertility, Motherhood, and Queer Culture
by Michelle Walks 130

Are Some Mothers More Equal than Others? Class Divisions
in U.S. Family Leave Policy
by Heidi M. Berggren 144

Policy Shifts and their Effects on Childcare in a Rural Chinese Context
by Linggin Feng 158

The Daughters of Myrtle Baptist Church: Womanist

Consciousness in Motion

by Deidre Hill Butler 170
Swallow Light
by Carl Leggo 188

Mothering in Slavery: A Revision of African Feminist Principles
by Nicole L. Willey 191

Audre Lorde — “The Woman Thing”
by Laura Major 208

6 | Volume 9, Number 2



Mothering, Mending Metal and My Son: A Response to
the Work of Amira de la Garza
by Shell Feijo

Mulatta Mama Performing Passing and Mimicking Minstrelsy
in Mark Twain’s Pudd’nhead Wilson
by Roshaunda D. Cade

Matrimandir
by Kerri Embrey

Folio

Editor’s Notes
by Rishma Dunlop

Everything Strikes Loose
by Meena Alexander

South of the Nilgiris
by Meena Alexander

Passion
by Meena Alexander

Blood Line
by Meena Alexander

Veil
by Meena Alexander

Three for Summer
by Meena Alexander

Book Reviews

Raise Up a Child: Human Development in an African American Family

reviewed by Dawn Wright Williams

Family Secrets: Crossing the Colour Line
reviewed by Karen Nelson Villanueva

Contents

218

230

240

247

249

251

253

257

262

264

270

271

Journal of the Association for Research on Mothering | 7



Contents

The Mommy Brain: How Motherhood Makes Us Smarter
reviewed by Cyndi Brannen 272

Parenting and Professing: Balancing Family Work with an
Academic Career

reviewed by Jenn Stephenson 274

The Development and Treatment of Girlhood Aggression
reviewed by Barbara Schwartz-Bechet 275

A Donor Insemination Guide: Written by and for Lesbian Women
reviewed by Lori Ross 276

The Ultimate Guide to Pregnancy for Lesbians
reviewed by Chloé Brushwood Rose 277

Like Our Very Own: Adoption and the Changing Culture
of Motherhood, 1851-1950

reviewed by Amy Cuomo 278

The Family Context of Parenting in Children’s Adaptation to
Elementary School

reviewed by Irene A. Barrett 280
Losing a Life: A Daughter’s Memoir of Caregiving

reviewed by Gail M. Lindsay 281
Giovanna’s 86 Circles and Other Stories

reviewed by Roxanne Harde 282
Family Reunion: Poems About Parenting Grown Children

reviewed by Marion Gold 284
Letters to Virginia Woolf

reviewed by Roxanne Harde 285
Contributor Notes 286

Front Cover:
Nora Patrich, “Mother and Child,” acrylic on canvas, 48 x 36 inches. Visit her
website at: www.norapatrich.com.

8 | Volume 9, Number 2



