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Sofia Ahmed is a PhD student at York University in Toronto, Ontario. Her 
research on Muslim motherhood explores motherhood myths, challenges, 
and spiritual insights through the lens of Islam. She focuses on the difference 
between religious obligation and the social construction of motherhood. She 
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Bernadine Cortina is a storyteller from Parañaque, Philippines. In her senior 
year at Chapman University, she pursues a BA in English literature with 
minors in Africana studies, Ethnic studies, and Women’s studies. Claiming a 
transnational community, she is moved and profoundly sustained by love for 
the Philippines and the people beloved to her there. As a writer, she remains 
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NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

166 | VOLUME 14, NUMBER 2

Janice P. De-Whyte, PhD, is an associate professor of biblical studies and 
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dynamics, conflicts, and harm that the health and perinatal care systems 
create while also envisioning a framework that fits the embodied ambivalence 
many pregnant parents experience when faced with breast or chestfeeding. 

Nam Lee is an associate professor of film and media studies at Chapman 
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understanding human futurity in a time of collective trauma. 
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Normative Motherhood, Mothers and Sons, Mothers and Daughters, 
Maternal Texts, Academic Motherhood, Mothers on Finding and Realizing 
Feminism and Mothering and Covid-19. Her collection Maternal Theory: 
Essential Reading (2021) has been used as a course text in university classes 
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the Routledge Companion to Motherhood (2019). She is author of Toni Morrison 
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Her research areas include feminist art, intermedial performance, and art 
activism. Ms. Power teaches courses in art and activism and film criticism at 
Chapman University. 
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Stephanie Takaragawa is a cultural anthropologist whose scholarship centres 
on visual culture. Her research areas include analyses of race and representation 
in cultural display through media including film, television, theme parks, 
performances, and exhibitions, with an emphasis on Japanese American 
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Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences at Chapman University and associate 
professor of sociology. 
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JWells is an assistant professor in the writing, rhetoric, and digital studies 
department and an affiliate faculty member in the African American and 
Africana Studies Program at the University of Kentucky. Her research uses 
ethnographic research methods, Black feminist theory, and digital archives to 
1) investigate how discourses of motherhood, race, and gender enforce hetero-
normativity that harms vulnerable populations of women; and 2) trace how 
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